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In memory of Chanan Getraide Ulvenhout, 11 June 2021

In May 1971 | met Chanan for the first time. He was living in Deventer (Holland) at the time for professional training purposes.
| was living in the neighbouring city of Zutphen. We were brought together by a family member of Lotte Spanier, Chanan’s
landlady at the time, who thought it might be a good idea to get him acquainted with some Dutch, local guys. When | met
Chanan another Israeli guy was there and his name is Ben Kiron.

Coincidentally | had planned my first trip to Israel in June 1971 (this month exactly 50 years ago ). Both guys asked me to say
hello to their parents in Israel to tell them that everything was okay with them. Remember, in this time there were no mobile
phones and facetiming was not yet possible. Just phoning via the land line was expensive and communications were main-
tained by letters!

On arrival in Israel | contacted the parents of Ben and Chanan. | was invited by both families and as a result of this a lifelong
friendship developed between Chanan, Ben and me and their parents.

I remember my first visit to Kvuzath Shiller and the warm reception | received from Abbi and llse, Chanan’s parents. They were
so proud of what they had achieved and what the tiny country of Israel had achieved in that hostile environment. | got a crash
course in the history and development of the State and country of Israel and the kibbutz in particular. | immediately had a
“click” with them.

Then a year later, in 1972, when Chanan was back in Kvuzath Shiller, | was there again, but this time with Dolly my later wife.
Not long after that Chanan met Zofia, and they got married and started a family. Dolly and | travelled to Israel many times
and the four of us developed a profound friendship, because the “ladies” got along as well as the men did!

In spite of the physical distance we were always able to maintain our relationship and a visit to Israel or vice versa to Holland
was unthinkable without meeting each other.

My admiration for the artistic skills of Zofia and Chanan grew every year. Zofia’s pottery in the kibbutz and the great pho-
tobooks of Chanan’s photos which have been published over the years. These photobooks have a prominent place in the
bookcase in my living room.

Four years ago, in 2017, my beloved Dolly passed away. | was moved by the warm words of support | received at that time
from Chanan and Zofia. A few weeks later | met them in Israel and they really cared for me, which helped me also to deal with
my sorrow.

| was not aware that there were health problems with Chanan. | sent him an app on 12 May during the barrage of Hamas
rockets to show my solidarity and support. In his reply he informed me that he was in hospital and that there were all kinds of
medical examinations going on. After a few app exchanges Chanan asked me to be in touch with Karni and at that particular
moment | realized that the situation was wrong, very wrong, indeed.

Since then | have been in close contact with Karni and this morning | received the sad news that Chanan has passed away. |
have seriously considered to take the plane to attend the funeral this weekend, but the travel restrictions and regulations due
to Covid 19 are too complex to organize this trip on such a short notice. | will try to come over to Israel in the near future for a
condolence visit to Zofia and to visit Chanan’s grave to pay my last respects.

| have lost a very good friend, unfortunately always at long distance. Our friendship bridged half a century. | have known
Chanan as a good, kind and loyal man for his wife, his family, his kibbutz and... his country. | admired his artistic skills, which
he gradually developed as a professional photographer.

| know from my own experience how Zofia must feel now. She is going to miss Chanan very much. But, | am sure that you,
children and grandchildren, who are also living in Kvuzath Shiller will help her to cope with the situation.

Also on behalf of Ben Kiron, who asked me explicitly to do so, | wish to express my condolences to the whole extended family
and in particular to Zofia.

| will always remember Chanan with respect and warmth.

Paul Weijel
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Upon documenting our find in photos and grabbing lunch at the only open store in town - an old ramshackle gas station
quickmart - we headed back west towards the coast. We arrived at the convention center just in time for sundown and the
reopening of the exhibit hall (just like every year).

Chanan, who lived on a rural communal kibbutz, was a larger-than-life figure, both literally and figuratively. His talent as a
photographer perhaps could be attributed in some way to his enormous height. His vantage was never obscured by the less
vertically-gifted masses. It is as if he always had a nearly bird’s eye view of the subject before him.

When we spoke, there was consistently joy in his voice as he inquired about my parents and brothers and my wife Tanya and
the kids. There was an ever-present enthusiasm about him. He exhibited a clear passion not only for the extraordinary, but
also for that which most might consider mundane. Chanan had a gift for finding beauty in everything around him: be it a field
of flowing flowers, or the edifice of a crude factory. The glory of each he captured so elegantly in his photos, a reflection of his
soul. A grateful soul.

| want to believe that wherever Chanan is now, he dons a baggy short sleeved button down shirt, with a camera strapped
around his neck. With a wondrous expression, he is taking glorious photos in the heavens; photos which he will one day com-
pile in a beautiful book.

We love you Chanan. We miss you Chanan.
Eric, Ronit and David Ascalon

| am a distant relative of Chanan (not by blood; Inge - his cousin Ronit’s mother - married Henry Musat, who is the cousin of
my late father) and a photographer in the Washington, DC area.

| connected with Chanan in 2011 when he came to the DC area for a show of his work at the Rockville, MD Jewish Community
Center. | met him for the first time at the show. Also during that trip | took him on a photo shoot to various places in the DC
area. Photos from his show and our shoot are attached.

| also saw Chanan and met Sofia and his son Karni and his family in 2016 when Karni and family lived in Rockville. They were
kind enough to invite me for a meal. Also during that trip | took Chanan and Sofia on a nighttime tour of DC. | remember
during that tour how much Chanan and Sofia acted like young people in love, holding hands, kissing for the camera and put-
ting their arms around each other whenever possible. | have also attached photos from the meal and the tour.

I hope some of these photos bring smiles to the faces of Chanan’s family.

Rena Schild

I met Hanan one fortunate morning in Denver, Colorado. | was working as the Exec. Director in a large beit knesset, in an old
building with tall empty walls. In walks Hanan and asks if | would like to cover the empty walls with beautiful pictures of Eretz
Yisrael - at no charge. My first thought was that it was a joke, as | had been trying to find a solution to this problem. The

rest is a long wonderful story, which had Hanan and later Hagar visiting with us for several weeks. Hanan taught and shared
much with us; about himself, Israeli history, beliefs, etc. Though we were dati and he said he wasn't, he was one of the most
"religious" people | have ever met. Always there to share, respect, and teach. Over the years, on my trips to Israel, he drove
me all over, sharing his photography sites, history, and personal beliefs. | came to understand Israel on a different level and
the dati/hiloni communities vs the U.S. religious/secular communities. (These are very different and is a significant problem
in the dialog between our countries.)

We remember visiting your home and families one Hanukkah and the wonderful warmth of the night. Hanan taught me that
although we may have different views, we are one family of Jews. My major sorrow is that after we made aliyah, we rarely
visited. The experiences we did share with Hanan and Sofia and family, allowed us to make our aliyah and klita better than
most people's.

We will always remember this most special gever.

Shlomo Fisherowitz



Words of Eric Ascalon

I am deeply saddened to learn of the passing of my cousin (my mother’s first cousin), the Israeli photographer
Chanan Getraide. While | have vague memories of Chanan dating to when | was a little boy on his rare visits to our home in
New Jersey, it was not until many years later in my adulthood that our friendship began.

Beginning in the early 2000s he and | would together attend the Union for Reform Judaism’s North American biennial
convention, where he would exhibit his wonderful landscape photography of Israel, and | would exhibit the artwork of As-
calon Studios. The one thing | always looked forward to when | went to these conventions was Saturday. On Saturday,

the exhibit hall would be closed for Shabbat. That’s when Chanan and | would exploit the opportunity to go on our “biennial”
road trips.

Wherever we journeyed, he possessed a child-like sense of wonder about him. Though he was a man that was so
well-traveled, he still possessed an innocence and naiveté, and he exuded a refreshing and unselfconscious quirkiness.

| appreciated that he left the itinerary completely up to me. “Where are you taking me today Eric?” he would ask inquisitively
in his Israeli accent, wearing his trademark baggy button-down short sleeved shirt, with Camera strapped around his neck.

On these Saturdays, we never stayed in the convention’s host city. The host cities were all alike. Chanan wanted to see what
was “out there”. In this regard, we were a perfect traveling duo.

On those Saturday mornings we would emerge from this-or-that hotel parking garage, and off we would head for the
proverbial hills.

When in Minneapolis, we skipped town for a tour of Minnesota’s North Country. That time in Houston, we shipped out to
NASA’s Mission Control, Galveston, and the Gulf Coast.

My favorite road trip with Chanan, though, was December 2007. That year, the biennial was in San Diego. After a generic
hotel breakfast, we boarded the rental car and headed east for the desert. | drove while he fulfilled his official duties as
roadtrip photojournalist laureate.

On the coast, it was a perfect 80° and sunny;, like it more-or-less always is in San Diego. Just an hour into our journey east,
though, we were in the midst of a heavy snowfall as our vehicle struggled to ascend the steep switchbacks of south-central
California’s Sawtooth Mountain Wilderness. My cousin was blown away - as was | - by how rapidly things could change from
idyllic paradise at sea level, to total inhospitableness at elevation. Once over the precipice of the mountain pass, it was all
downhill: brakes fading as we crept our way into the valley. During the descent, snow-covered trees would give way to an
entirely different landscape: an ethereal moonscape of the California desert.

Our destination, way beneath, was Salton City: a town about which we knew absolutely nothing, on the banks of the Salton
Sea - the second largest lake in California. Our selection of this destination was made not through research of any sort, but
rather by a quick glance at a AAA map and a spontaneous point of the index finger. Here on the map is a big lake. Must be
nice. We had no idea what to expect, which was part of the thrill. | envisioned a Palm Spings vibe, with a pleasant sea breeze
and stunning lake views. The reality could not be further from this.

When we arrived we found that the Salton Sea was a magnificent stagnant cesspool of heavily-salinated water that smelled
like rotting fish. It’s shores were, in fact, awash with tens-of-thousands of dead fish, scattered as far as one could see. As for
Salton City, the vibe was not Palm Springs, but rather post-apocalyptic ghost town. In Salton City, there were streets, roads,
utility lines, and subdivided lots; but with little exception, there were no actual homes, and there were virtually no people.
The never-completed town was almost entirely abandoned. (We later learned that Salton City was a catastrophically-failed
land development endeavor from the 1960s. An infrastructure to accommodate 40,000 people was constructed, but only

a handful of homesites were sold, and even fewer homes were ever built. The Sea, it turns out, is now a toxic wasteland of
arsenic and assorted heavy metals).

While most would perhaps be appalled that their California road trip led to such a dastardly discovery; for me and Chanan, it
as though we struck gold. We two urban archeologists emerged from a beautiful warm coast, and braved over a treacherous
snow-covered mountain pass, only to arrive at a hot, sticky, smelly vacant city on a toxic sea. Paradise.
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